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My Background with YouTube 

• YouTube for Educators 
online graduate course 
created in 2008 

• Students mostly K-16 
educators or in 
educational field 

• Integrates digital and 
media literacy 
competencies 

Image created by Chareen Snelson 
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What is Media Literacy? 
A set of competencies including, but not limited 
to, the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, use, 

and create media in a variety of forms. 

Social media tree  
Image courtesy of Openclipart 
Designated public domain 
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Why Does Media Literacy Matter? 
The proliferation of mass media and 
new technologies has brought about 
decisive changes in human 
communication processes and 
behavior. Media Literacy aims to 
empower citizens by providing them 
with the competencies (knowledge 
and skills and attitude) necessary to 
engage with traditional media and 
new technologies.  
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization) 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-
information/media-development/media-literacy/ 

 
 

Social Media Communication 

Image courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 
Designated Public Domain 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/media-development/media-literacy/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/media-development/media-literacy/
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Media Literacy Education Worldwide 

Image courtesy of  
Wikimedia Commons 
Designated Public Domain 
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Media Literacy and YouTube 
• Good uses for videos 

not normally 
considered educational 

• Analyze and evaluate 
just about any kind of 
video including: 
– Movie trailers 
– Music videos 
– Advertisements 
– Educational video 

Image courtesy of Pixabay 
Designated public domain 
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Media Literacy and YouTube Videos 

Constructed  
Message 

Author(s) Audience 

Sideline Content 
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Example Activity: Ad Deconstruction 
• Watch a short ad video 

from YouTube. 
• What is the latent 

(hidden) message in this 
video? 

• What techniques are 
used to make people 
want to buy the 
product? Helicopter Jumbo Banner 

Image courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 
Creative Commons License 
Author: Ryanbrandingbyair 
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Media Literacy Lesson in Google Forms 
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Key Questions from NAMLE 
• Key Questions to Ask 

when Analyzing Media 
Messages 

• National Association 
for Media Literacy 
Education (NAMLE) 

• Align to Core Principles 
of Media Literacy 
Education  
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Implementation Results 
• Media literacy lesson in Google forms 

implemented fall 2015 
• Idea of media literacy was new to educators 

who took the course 
• 17 of 19 students were able to produce a 

relevant media literacy lesson instead of a 
simple video quiz 
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Student Projects: Selected Themes 

Theme Type of Video 

Stereotypes  Segments from popular entertainment movies 

Gender Depictions Advertisement videos 

Persuasion Advertisement videos 

Truthfulness Advertisement videos 

Bias in the News News segments 

Copyright Music videos 

Science in the Movies Segments from popular entertainment movies 
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Next Steps 
• Continue developing 

approaches for media 
literacy through YouTube 
– Curation: Use existing video 
– Creation: Produce video 

• Refine and validate 
assessment rubrics 
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