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Session Description 
Museums and other institutions have been responsive to 
the work of artists and scholars by putting thousands of 
images online. While there is a variance in what access is 
allowed, Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum shines in the face of 
this movement. Come take a tour of the Rijksstudio, 
which not only makes images accessible, it has provided 
a maker space with a variety of options, and encouraged 
makers with contests. This session outlines the variances 
of some of the contributors, and highlights the features of 
the Rijksstudio. Participants will also learn how to get 
their own studios. 

 

 



 
Articles on How Museums and Galleries are Digitizing 
Collections 
 
Personal: Using image transfer in visual art 
 
Helping students understand visual art rights in education and 
for-profit practice 
 

IMPETUS 



I am  
A Teacher 

Scholar 

Artist 

Museum staff 

Digital librarian 

Culture Hound 



 A Presentation in Search 
of Answers 

Why has access to art been an issue for artists, 
and museums? 

For artists: How can I incorporate someone 
else’s works into one of mine? 

What barriers are there to allowing digital access 
to  collections? 

Why would a museum offer a maker space? 

Would I want a Rijkstudio? 

 



Why Museums are 
Digitizing 

“The New York Times takes a fascinating look at the 
ways a number of prominent museums are handling the 
question of how to digitize and make available their 
collections for public use, balancing the importance of 
public access against copyright, the need to preserve 
revenue from merchandise and reproductions” 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/30/arts/design/art-
museums-are-increasingly-adding-their-collections-
online.html?_r=0 

http://thinkprogress.org/alyssa/2013/05/29/2074401/how-
the-rijksmuseum-national-gallery-and-smithsonian-are-
putting-digital-images-online/ 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/29/arts/design/museums-mull-public-use-of-online-art-images.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/30/arts/design/art-museums-are-increasingly-adding-their-collections-online.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/30/arts/design/art-museums-are-increasingly-adding-their-collections-online.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/30/arts/design/art-museums-are-increasingly-adding-their-collections-online.html?_r=0
http://thinkprogress.org/alyssa/2013/05/29/2074401/how-the-rijksmuseum-national-gallery-and-smithsonian-are-putting-digital-images-online/
http://thinkprogress.org/alyssa/2013/05/29/2074401/how-the-rijksmuseum-national-gallery-and-smithsonian-are-putting-digital-images-online/
http://thinkprogress.org/alyssa/2013/05/29/2074401/how-the-rijksmuseum-national-gallery-and-smithsonian-are-putting-digital-images-online/


2012-2015: Defining Fair-Use 
Practices for the Visual Arts 

 
Document Created for Users in the Visual Arts in the 
US 

http://www.collegeart.org/pdf/fair-use/best-practices-fair-use-visual-
arts.pdf 
 
 

http://www.collegeart.org/pdf/fair-use/best-practices-fair-use-visual-arts.pdf
http://www.collegeart.org/pdf/fair-use/best-practices-fair-use-visual-arts.pdf


       Various Responses to the Challenges for Artists and 
Scholars 

Met  

Flickr: The Commons 

TATE 

National Gallery of London 

DC’s National Gallery  

Google 

 

 

 



Rijksstudio Access: View, 
Revisit, Own, Create, Share 

Browse and view online or at the museum 

Save to your Rijkstudio: a detail (limited tool) or 
the whole item (unless copyright restricted) 

Order artwork-based items from the 
Rijksmuseum 

Download the work, create, and post/share a 
photo of your creation. 

 



Getting a Studio and … 



Search for Images 2 Ways 



Search Example: Copyright Protected Image 
Search Term = Fish 



Searching Term=Horse 

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?set=RP-P-1951-932#/RP-P-1951-932-2  
 

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?set=RP-P-1951-932


Finding Images Creating Sets 



Saving to Rijksstudio 



Finding Images and 
Building Collections 



Collections  



 
Inspired Creations 

 

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/rijksstudio/20160-- 
 

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/rijksstudio/20160--


Rembrandt Inspired 

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/rijksstudio/20160-- 
 

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/rijksstudio/20160--


And Now Star Wars   

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/rijksstudio/100449--e-douque/creations 



Sharing Back  



Others Ways to Share 



Are You Getting a Studio? 
 

Yes 

No 

I signed up during this session 

I had one before this session 

 

 



               https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/rijksstudio/1562582--alicebv/creations 
 
 

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/rijksstudio/1562582--alicebv/creations


 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: http://delicious.com/constantlearning/tcc                                         
Email: alicebedardvoorhees@gmail.com 
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